Liver injury with perivenular fibrosis and alcoholic hyalin after pancreatoduodenectomy for pancreatic carcinoma.
We describe a patient who developed progressive hepatic failure one year after pancreatoduodenectomy for pancreatic carcinoma and died of gastrointestinal bleeding. He suffered from progressive weight loss after surgery, even though obstruction or stenosis of the gastrointestinal tract was excluded. At autopsy, the liver showed extensive perivenular fibrosis associated with variable loss of hepatocytes, perisinusoidal fibrosis, alcoholic hyalin and a lack of parenchymal regenerative activity, all of which closely resembled severe alcoholic liver disease. Stricture of both the main pancreatic duct and the pancreaticojejunostomy with almost complete loss of exocrine acini was also found, and the recurrent tumor was seen to have caused portal venous obstruction and hepatic arterial stenosis. A combination of these nutritionally unfavorable circumstances and prolonged ischemia appeared to have been responsible for the liver injury in this non-alcoholic patient.